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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

Monday, June 16th

Intern - Mentor BBQ at Twin Lakes Park, 5:30 
pm

Tuesday, June 17th

MUURS BBL, 12 – 1 pm, LSC 121

Evening Seminar
“Mechanism of Ion Channel Regulation: From 
Gene Expression to Localization” 
David Schulz, Biological Sciences
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud LSC

Wednesday, June 18th
  
BBL, 12 -1 pm,  Rms: 104, 107, 121 & 272 

LSC Core Facilities 
MU Discovery Tour 4 -5 pm

Thursday, June 19th
 
Evening Seminar
“Determinants of Bone Health”
Pam Hinton, Nutritional Sciences
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud LSC

Friday, June 20th 

PGI Discussion
“Using sequence diversity to understand agro-
nomic traits”
Sherry Flint-Garcia, Plant Sciences
12 -1 pm Rm. 121 LSC

About the Newsletter 

The University of Missouri Undergraduate Research Newsletter is produced by the Office 
of Undergraduate Research and contains information of interest for summer undergraduate 
research interns and their mentors. The Undergraduate Research Newsletter will be mailed 
out every Thursday.  Items and announcements for each issue are due on Tuesday mornings 
to John Hendel at JDHendel@gmail.com.

Joy of Discovery 

First-time visitors to the Bond Life 
Sciences Center tend to have 
the same reaction. They stroll in, 

glance around the Al and Mary Agnes 
McQuinn Atrium, and then find them-
selves craning their necks to stare up 
through the five floors within the central 
chamber. 
 Light often streams through 
the building’s many windows, but even 
more eye-catching is the object of il-
lumination. A series of twisting circular 
beams and bluish orbs seemingly float 
above the atrium, a sculpture only dedi-
cated less than a year ago on Septem-
ber 2007. Its official name is “Joy of 
Discovery.” 
 “As an artist who works exclu-
sively in architecture, I am primarily 
concerned with the relationship of my 
art and the environment for which it 
is designed,” says Kenneth Freder-
ick vonRoenn Jr., the designer of the 
sculpture, in the sculpture’s informa-

tional packet.
 Kenneth Frederick vonRoenn 
Jr. operates out of Kentucky, where he 
is president and director of design for 
Architectural Glass Art, Inc, a position 
he acquired when he bought Louisville 
Art Glass Studio and changed its name 
in 1991. His career in glass began as 
early as 1970 and he earned a Mas-
ter’s degree in architecture from Yale 
University in 1981. For the Bond Life 
Sciences Center, vonRoenn wanted 
his sculpture to engage the two sides 
of the atrium. 
 “The composition is organized 
as a central spine that spans the atri-
um with circles and spirals suspended 
along its length and a double helix 
spiraling around the exterior,” he says. 
“The spine represents the central role 
of the Life Sciences Center while the 
cirlces represent the individual areas 
of study conducted within the Center. 
The double helix represents DNA, wich 
is fundamental to all of the research. 
This element is composed of dichroic 
acrylic, which casts and reflects colors 
throughout the space.” 
 
Source: “Joy of Discovery” brochure 
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Website to Watch
Each semester, the MU Office of Research publishes a 
magazine featuring research, scholarship, and creative 
achievement at the University of Missouri-Columbia, called 
Illumination.  Each edition of this magazine since 2003 can 
be found and read online.  

http://illumination.missouri.edu/
You’ll find articles written in lay terms from research across 
the campus, aimed at increasing the readers understanding 
of the scientific issues of our day.  As you peruse the cur-
rent and past issues of Illuminations, you’ll find articles about 
the process by which viruses, like HIV, manufacture inside 
infected cells; using adult stem cells to produce powerful new 
therapies for certain diseases; the implications a sight-saving 
microchip used with cats might have for humans; and more!

Have you been wondering 
about the Plant Genomics 
Specialty Discussions?
 Curiosity solved! All specialty discussions are held at noon on Fridays, room 121, Bond Life Sci-
ences Center and open to all.

    * June 6, Chris Pires, Biological Sciences, “Dogs of the Plant World”
    * June 13, Bill Folk, Biochemistry, “Clinical trials of traditional medicines”
    * June 20, Sherry Flint-Garcia, USDA/ARS, “Using sequence diversity to understand agronomic    
        traits”
    * June 27, Mannie Liscum, Biological Sciences, “Plants do cool things too: Molecular genetics    
       and cell biology of phototropism”
    *July 4, no specialty discussions due to holiday 
    * July 11, Heidi Appel, Plant Sciences, “Can plants tell insects apart?”
    * July 18, Melissa Mitchum, Plant Sciences, “Worming your way into legumes”

           
 Got Talent? 

Remember to contact Jordan Halane about 
getting involved with the July 10th Talent Show. 
His e-mail address is jahd46@mizzou.edu and 
the Office is still assembling the Talent Show 
committee. Start thinking about your talents or 

at least your potential to be ridiculous. 
Factors such as incompetence and outra-

geousness shouldn’t dissuade you. 
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For questions about logistical and travel topics:                 
Christine Ireland I 882-5976 I IrelandC@missouri.edu

For questions about mailing lists and attendance: 
Jordan Halane I 882-4818 I jahd46@mizzou.edu

For newsletter submissions: 
John Hendel I 314-920-5880 I JDHendel@gmail.com 

For policy questions and other non-financial problems: 
Dr. Blockus I 884-1767 I BlockusL@missouri.edu 

                    Who Do I Contact?

So you’re smart...but are you Missouri smart?
The world’s tallest documented man (at 8 feet, 11.1 inches) is from what Missouri community?  
                                                               Last Week’s Answer: Rome  

       The Heidelberg is 
part of the University of Missouri 
college experience.  Since 1963 it 
has served the students of Mizzou 
not only lunch and dinner but also 
a breakfast buffet every Sunday 
morning starting at 9 am.  If it’s a 
nice day outside make your way 
to the rooftop patio and enjoy their 
everyday happy hour from 4 pm to 
7 pm, where appetizers are buy one 
get one free.  My favorite appetizers 
here are the Nachos Pollo and the 
Spinach & Artichoke Dip, and paying 
$6.50 for both during happy hour 
isn’t bad either!  The Heidelberg is 
located at 410 S. Ninth Street.

Addison’s is the traditional 
American grill with a twist, located 
in the heart of the district.  This is 
a perfect place if you are looking 
for something a little nicer than the 
typical restaurant or if you want 

to get a group of friends together 
for a quick lunch. One of the most 
noticeable attributes of Addison’s 
is the astonishing artwork done by 
one of their own bartenders. Menu 
recommendations are the Crab 
Rangoon Dip and Chicken Asiago 
Pasta. Addison’s is located at 709 
Cherry street in downtown Columbia.

Sake Japanese Bistro 
and Lounge is a sushi bar 
with a wide selection of Japanese 
foods on the menu. When you walk 
in it has a jazz club ambiance. This 
is a perfect place to go to before 
going down town for a night out.  I 
am not one for sushi, but the Big 
“O” is a type of roll with crab and 
cream cheese, fried. Sake is located 
downtown on 16 S 10th St.

Restaurant recommendations by
 Jessica Omoile.

Three Restaurants 

Reminder: Office 
of Undergrad 
Research Blog! 

We heard some of you are confused about 
the website and where the office’s blog is 
located. You can find the web address to 
the blog at the bottom of every page in the 
newsletter. 

http://missouriugrscholars.wordpress.
com/

The Office’s official website can be found 
here if you want to check that out: 

http://undergradresearch.missouri.edu/ 

Barbeque! 
The intern-mentor will be on Monday, June  
16th at Twin Lakes Park. 2500 Chapel Hill 
Road, at 5:30 p.m. This will be a great way 
to relax and bond with faculty and friends 
while enjoying great food. Please check 
the blog for more information and come out 
for a good time! 

Reminder: MU 
Discovery Tours
   The second one will be on Wednes-

day, June 18th from 4 to 5 p.m. and 
will feature the Bond Life Sciences Center 

in a three-part tour. Students should sign up 
at evening seminars and meet at the Atrium at 4.This tour 
will include the the DNA core, the Proteomics core and the 
Molecular Cytology core facilities.
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Office of Undergraduate Research
150 Bond Life Sciences Center

University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211-7310

www.undergradresearch.missouri.edu

Tony Stark would endorse these weekly tips. 

.  
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MU Undergraduate Research Scholars 

Let’s Talk UMEB

Bats, a creature you can count 
on  

“Bats are mammals be-
longing to the order Chi-
roptera, a name of Greek 
origin meaning “hand-
wing,” which accurately 
describes the animal’s 
most unusual anatomical 

feature... The largest Microbat is the tropical American 
false vampire, Vampyrum spectrum, with a wingspan 
of up to 40 inches... ‘Blind as a bat’ is a common say-
ing yet one that is false. All bats can see, even though 
vision may be less important than other senses. To lo-
cate and catch prey, insectivorous bats use an acoustic 
orientation called echolocation. They emit a series of 
supersonic cries through the mouth or nose and detect 
flying insects by the echoes reflected back.”

The UMEB students will be counting bats this week. 
Ask them about it--maybe they can tell you even more! 

Source: Encyclopedia Smithsonian 

Weekly	Quick	Tip:		
Effective	Oral	Presentations
Think about your rhetorical goals
For conference talks use two rhetorical goals:  leave 
your audience with a clear picture of the “gist” of your 
conversation, and make them want to read your paper.  
Your presentation should not replace your paper, but 
rather leave the audience with an appetite for it.  Thus, it 
is commonly useful to allude to information in the paper 
that cannot be covered adequately in the presentation. 

Source:  Mark D. Hill (1997).  University of Wisconsin- Madison, 
Department of Computer Science


