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About the Newsletter 

The University of Missouri Undergraduate Research Newsletter is produced by the Office 
of Undergraduate Research and contains information of interest for summer undergraduate 
research interns and their mentors. The Undergraduate Research Newsletter will be mailed 
out every Thursday.  Items and announcements for each issue are due on Tuesday mornings 
to John Hendel at JDHendel@gmail.com.

HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

Monday, June 23rd

UMEB Bat Count
6 pm

Tuesday, June 24th

Dr. Paul Bolls, Journalism 
“Effective Networking at Professional 
Conferences”
MUURS BBL, 12 – 1 pm, LSC 121

Evening Seminar
“How wanting to live forever leads to one eyed 
sheep and prostate cancer.”
Dr. Dennis Lubahn, Biochemistry
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud

Wednesday, June 25th
  
EHS Training 1:30 – 3:30 Monsanto Aud.
Transformers Movie Night,  Tucker 18, 6:30  pm

Thursday, June 26th
 
Evening Seminar
Dr. Chris Pires, Biological Sciences
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud

Friday, June 27th

Mannie Liscum, Biological Sciences
“Plants do cool things too: Molecular genetics 
and cell biology of phototropism”
PGI Discussion  12 -1 pm Rm. 121

Sanborn Field:  A capsule of scientific 
agricultural history in central Missouri

Sanborn Field, initially named the 
Rotation Field, was initiated in 
late 1888 by Dean J. W. Sanborn 
to demonstrate the value of crop 

rotations and manure in grain crop pro-
duction.  There are a total of 38 plots of 
the original field remaining that produce 
(or have produced) wheat, corn, clover, 
timothy, soybeans, sorghum, fescue, 
orchardgrass, and alfalfa.    
 The field, located just east of the 
Bond Life Sciences Center, has under-
gone several changes since 1888, but 
the purposes remain the same.  These 
include: document soil changes, crop 
response, and nutrient balance under 
selected crop sequences; to measure soil 
changes and crop performance in plots; 
to demonstrate results of interactions that 
occur through differential management 
of the soil-plant-environment continuum; 
and to serve as an on-campus laboratory 
for teaching and to provide living exam-
ples to students.
 The field is  currently managed 
by Dr. Randy Miles (Soil, Environmental, 

and Atmospheric Sciences) and the 
Agricultural Experiment Station.  From 
the many years of crop research on this 
field, several conclusions have been 
reached:  crops in rotations give better 
yields and higher net returns than those 
grown  continuously, short rotations 
give larger economic returns than long 
rotations, and higher bushel weights 
are found in rotated crops.  Sustainable 
agriculture depends upon maintaining 
the productivity of soil.  Soil productiv-
itiy is affected by many factors, includ-
ing the selection of cropping programs.  
A variety of crops (i.e. rotation) en-
hances productivity through the unique 
effects of each crop.  
 It is unlikely that Dean Sanborn 
expected the field to continue operating 
for more than 100 years.  However, the 
field has remained in spite of numerous 
changes in treatments, rotations, sup-
port, and administration.  
 Despite the changes since 
1888, there is a thread of sustainable 
production through the history of San-
born Field. 

 
Adapted from aes.missouri.edu and 

Sanborn Field:  A capsule of scientific 
agricultural history in Central Missouri 

(1993).
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Website to Watch

Staff Comings and
Goings 

Office Assistant Christine Ire-
land will not be working in our 
office for the remainder of the 
summer due to a sudden and 
serious illness.  Please stop by 
room 150b LSC and sign a card 

to thank her for her work and send 
your well wishes.

Please welcome new Graduate As-
sistant Sarah Beyers to our office!  
Sarah will begin working on a regu-
lar basis in a few weeks.  She will 
begin a PhD in school psychology 
this fall and did her undergraduate 
research project on  the influence 
of gender on math anxiety at SIU-
Edwardsville.  She also has experi-
ence with plant sciences research as 
she has spent many summers at F.I.R.S.T. 
SCB helping plant and evaluate soybean and maize seed 
stock in central Illinois.

Linda Blockus and 
Brian Booton will be OUT 

of the office June 20-24 (Friday 
through Tuesday) to attend the “2008 

CUR National Conference: Frontiers and 
Challenges in Undergraduate Research” at the 

College of Saint Benedict in St. Joseph, 
Minnesota.  CUR is the Council on 

Undergraduate Research and the 
website is www.cur.org.

Notes for  the Calendar

Charles Franklin Kettering (1876-1958) U. S. engineer and inventor says... 

Every honest researcher I know admits he’s just a professional 
amateur. He’s doing whatever he’s doing for the first time. That 
makes him an amateur. He has sense enough to know that he’s go-
ing to have a lot of trouble, so that makes him a professional.
    

ScienceCareers.org is dedicated to being the 
world leader in matching qualified scientists with 
jobs in industry, academia and government. 
Their mission supports the AAAS’s (American 
Association for the Advancement of Science) 
commitment to furthering careers in science and 
technology.

Sciencecareers.org:  We 
know science

Struggling with your next career step? Science 
Careers’ editorial team brings you “Career Ba-
sics: Advice and Resources for Scientists.” The 
booklet provides advice and help on preparing 
CVs and resumes, writing grants and scientific 
papers, networking, and much more. Read each 
article in the booklet online, or download each 
chapter or the entire booklet as a PDF. All for 
free.
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For questions about mailing lists and attendance: 
Jordan Halane I 882-4818 I jahd46@mizzou.edu

For newsletter submissions: 
John Hendel I 314-920-5880 I JDHendel@gmail.com 

For policy questions and financial problems: 
Dr. Blockus I 884-1767 I BlockusL@missouri.edu 

                    Who Do I Contact?

So you’re smart...but are you Missouri smart?
Anheuser-Busch is the largest beer producing plant in the nation, but what Belgian company is trying to 
buy it now?                                                               Last Week’s Answer: St. Louis 

Free Movie! 

The votes are in, and 
we’ve got our free 
movie choice selected. 
The majority of you 
want to see Transform-
ers, with Juno a close 
second. On Wednes-
day, June 25th, the Of-
fice of Undergraduate Research will be showing Transform-
ers in Tucker 18 at 6:30 p.m. We hope you all come out and 
enjoy! Friends are welcome. 

Intern-Mentor BBQ

The Intern-Mentor BBQ hap-
pened on Monday evening at 
Twin Lakes Park and lasted from 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30. More than 90 people 
showed up to enjoy a warm summer 
night full of good games, good com-
pany, and good barbeque from Bucking-
ham’s Smokehouse BBQ, a Columbia 
favorite. Thanks to everyone for coming 
out and making this a successful good 
time. Photos reveal more than any few 
words about Checkers or pulled pork 
sandwiches, though, so take a look: 
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Office of Undergraduate Research
150 Bond Life Sciences Center

University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211-7310
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Let’s Talk UMEB
Vermeer understood the value of using pictures to 
express himself. 

Weekly	Quick	Tip:		
Effective	Poster	Presentations
Carefully select images and graphics
Select images and graphics that are closely tied to your 
major points. There should be a clear reason for each 
image, and each image should be tied to the text.  Avoid 
cluttering the poster with too many images-if the connec-
tion between an image and one of your main points is not 
immediately clear, don’t include it just for the sake of visual 
appeal.  At the same time, be sure that your poster is not 

too text-heavy and, thus, unap-
pealing or overwhelming.  Aim 
for balance between text and 
graphics.  

Source:  www.stanford.edu/dept/undergrad.edu

Journalism Professor to Speak at 
MUURS Brown Bag Lunch 

Dr. Paul Bolls, a journalism professor from 
the strategic communication sequence, will 
speak at the MUURS brown bag lunch on 
Tuesday about “Effective Networking at Pro-
fessional Conferences, June 24th from noon 
to 1 pm in LSC 121. The Office of Under-
graduate Research recognized Dr. Bolls as 
one of two recipients of the 2007 Outstand-
ing Undergraduate Research Mentor Award 
at the annual Undergraduate 
Research and Creative Achieve-
ments Forum, where he had 
helped mentor two students. His 
own research concerns the cog-
nitive and emotional processing 
of media. This event will count 
for an educational point! 


