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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

Monday, June 30th

UMEB Graduate Mentors Research Talks

Tuesday, July 1st 

MUURS BBL 12 – 1 pm LSC 121
“Strengths Quest,” Craig Benson, Career Center

Evening Seminar
“Plastics, health, and policy”--suggested! 
Dr. Fred vom Saal, Biological Sciences
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud LSC

Wednesday, July 2nd
  
No activities 

Thursday, July 3rd
 
Evening Seminar
“A Career of Science Writing”--required! 
Bill Allen, Journalism 
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud LSC

Friday, July 4th

Holiday!
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About the Newsletter 

The University of Missouri Undergraduate Research Newsletter is produced by the Office 
of Undergraduate Research and contains information of interest for summer undergraduate 
research interns and their mentors. The Undergraduate Research Newsletter will be mailed 
out every Thursday.  Items and announcements for each issue are due on Tuesday mornings 
to John Hendel at JDHendel@gmail.com.

Question: What is it like to be a junior faculty 
member, clawing your way up the scientific 
and academic ladder? 
a.Exhilarating
b.Collaborative 
c.Busy. Very, very busy. 
 If you answered “all of the above,” 
you already know a little about Chris Pires, 
an assistant professor of biological sciences 
and an investigator in the Bond Life Sciences 
Center. 
 With his sneakers, cargo shorts and 
rumpled plaid shirt, Pires could easily be 
mistaken for one of the graduate students 
huddled around the table of the Wednesday 
morning Phylogenetic Methods and Applica-
tions seminar he teaches with Rex Cocroft, 
associate professor of biological sciences. 
 But as Pires scribbles notes while the 
students debate methods of building evolu-
tionary trees, it becomes obvious that he’s a 
step or three ahead of them. He flips through 
articles such as “Maximum likelihood as an 

alternative to parsimony for inferring 
phylogeny using nucleotide sequence 
data” and helps them unravel threads of 
discussion. 
 Of course, teaching is only part 
of faculty life. More than half of Pires’ 
time is devoted to his research on  Bras-
sica, the species that includes cabbage, 
cauliflower, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 
kale and kohlrabi. Although Pires’ plants 
sound like the fixings for a great stir-fry, 
there’s no snacking on the study sub-
jects. His lab’s genetic modifications 
require that the plants get burnt to a 
sterile crisp after the research is done. 
 Pires came to Mizzou as a 
co-investigator on a multimillion-dollar 
genomics grant. He is also the primary 
investigator of his own grant--an impres-
sive accomplishment for a new faculty 
member, and one that speaks to the de-
votion he shows to grant writing, since 
only a tiny percentage of proposals get 
funded.    
 Add to that the service--com-
mittee work and the like--expected of all 
faculty and slivers of a personal life, and 
you end up with one busy guy. 

Excerpt with permission from an original 
article by Lisa Groshong in the spring 2008 
issue of  Mizzou Magazine.

Lace up your sneakers if you want to keep up 
with Chris Pires. This rising star in life sciences 
research gets down and dirty with broccoli and 
Brussels sprouts and keeps a schedule that will 
make your head spin.
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ONE WORD: PLASTICS 

Dr. Fred vom Saal of Biological Sciences will 
be speaking at the July 1st seminar and it is 

strongly encouraged you attend. He earned his 
Ph.D from Rutgers University in 1976. 

       His research has revealed problems with 
the man-made chemcal called Bisphenol-A, BPA, 
used in polycarbonate products, including hard plas-
tic baby bottles. According to the College 
of Arts and Science’s Research Communication Project’s 
website, Dr. vom Saal “said recent studies have shown BPA 
is extremely harmful in very low doses. The chemical acts like the female 
hormone estrogen and interferes with the body’s natural processes.” 
 “The science is clear and the findings are not just
scary, they are horrific, vom Saal said in the RCP article. “When yoou 
feed a baby out of a clear, hard plastic bottle, it’s like giving the baby a 
birth control pill.” 
 He has spoken before California Assembly Committee on Envi-
ronmental Safety and Toxic Materials and worked to raise awareness of 
the issue. He stresses that the plastic needs to be replaced with “safer 
materials.” The article mentions that more than 6.4 billion pounds of BPA 
is manufactured every year by 15 corporations. See the blog for links to 
his work! 

Website to Watch

www.training.nih.gov/careers/career-
center/publish.html#conf

The main sections of the site include writing research articles and scientific reports, 
the publishing experience, effective oral presentations, general advice on conference 
presentations, and creating posters.  Under each section, there are more than 
5 articles from various faculty, giving advice or information about that topic.  Of 
particular interest this week is the section on general advice on conferences 
presentations.  I particularly like the article by Dr. Nancy Karlin from the Univeristy of 
Northern Colorado entitled “Creating an effective conference presentation” because 
it outlines pointers and tips for actually presenting your poster at conferences like the 
Summer Undergraduate Research and Creative Achievements Forum. 

Communicating
 Your Passions 

Bill Allen wants people to get past the jargon. Many individu-
als in the science professions have trouble articulating the 

passion and nuance behind their research--the motivation, the 
potential, and the practical realities of it, and Bill Allen will be 
holding two seminars on how to professionally communicate this 
significance in a meaningful way. Both seminars are required 
for LS UROP and summer science interns funded through the 
office. 

Thursday, July 3rd     A Career of Science 
   Writing

Monday, July 7th       Staying Professional 
    In Science 
    Communicaions 

          Both these seminars will take place in Monsanto Audito-
rium in LSC at 6 pm. His presentations will focus on how to write 
at a level that targets your audience, on how to reach the lay 
public and communicate your research work in both casual and 
professional or graduate school interview settings. You’ll learn 
about what Bill calls the “one-minute wow” and “the elevator 
talk.” 
           Bill Allen served for 25 years as a journalist and joined 
the University of Missouri faculty in 2004 as part of the agricul-
tural journalism program, which he now leads. Among other re-
porting jobs, he served as a science, environment, and medical 
reporter at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch from 1989-2002. He has 
been a Knight Science Journalism Fellow, a 2000 Ford Envi-
ronmental Journalism Fellow in Nicaragua, and a 2002 Environ-
mental Journalism Fellow, among many other honors. 

This website, published by the National Institutes of Health, creates a central location 
of references for virtually every skill you’ll need to become a successful researcher, 
presenter, and published author.  This site has numerous articles and presentations 
from researchers and professors from colleges and universities across the nation.  

   
George 
Santayana (1863-

1952) U. S. philoso-
pher and writer, says... 

Science is nothing but developed 
perception, interpreted intent, 

common sense rounded out     
     and minutely 

     articulated.



Page 3 Check out our fantastic blog at http://missouriugrscholars.wordpress.com/

	 	 	 	 	 	
For questions about mailing lists and attendance: 
Jordan Halane I 882-4818 I jahd46@mizzou.edu

For newsletter submissions: 
John Hendel I 314-920-5880 I JDHendel@gmail.com 

For policy questions and financial problems: 
Dr. Blockus I 884-1767 I BlockusL@missouri.edu 

                    Who Do I Contact?

So you’re smart...but are you Missouri smart?
The container for what famous and fantastic dessert was created at the 1904 St. Louis World Fair?	  
                                                              Last Week’s Answer: Inbev   

Prepare for Aesop’s Fables at the 
Missouri Theatre 
Join Maestro Kirk Trevor and the musicians of the Missouri Symphony 
Orchestra as they bring fables and fairy tales to life in this frolicking 
concert adventure. Come experience these musical stories of Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears, Ferdinand the Bull, The Tortoise and the Hare and 
many more on July 9th at 7 pm for $10 each. 
 The Missouri Theatre only recently reopened to the public after 
extensive renovation throughout the past year. It was originally a vaude-
ville house and movie palace. In past operating years, the Theatre also 
joined forces with the independent-focused Ragtag Cinema Cafe and 
showed films such as Little Miss Sunshine and Good Night and Good 
Luck. The theatre has been around for the past 80 years as a hallmark 
of Columbia culture and arts. 

Sources: “Restoring a Historical Treasure,” Vox magazine, July 26, 2007 and  
   http://www.motheatre.org

The Upper Crust is a local deli and pastry shop with three 
locations around Columbia.  This is the perfect place to go for breakfast 
or lunch and pick up a dessert for after dinner. Their menu contains a 
lot of dinner options ranging from salads, sandwiches, and wraps. They 
have a quiche, pizza and soup of the day that are always on special.  
I recommend getting the chicken salad sandwich, but beware that 
there are raisins in the Upper Crust’s version.  Also the Greek salad is 
delicious.  Then save for later a delicious piece of red velvet cake, which 
is made fresh daily.  The Upper Crust is located at 904 East Elm St 
downtown.

CC’s City Broiler is a fantastic restaurant in Columbia.  CC’s 
Broiler was once a greyhound bus station and now is the location of 
Columbia’s premier steakhouse.  CC’s is not an everyday eatery, but this 
is the perfect place for a date or a night out on the town with friends.  With 
USDA prime steaks and over a 100 wines on their list, you may want to 
save up some money before eating here.   You can sit inside to enjoy the 
ambiance of low overhead lighting, candlelight on the tables, and white linens 
on each table.  For something different, sit outside on their covered patio 
to enjoy the warm summer nights.  My favorite dish is the Filet Mignon with 
Mash potatoes and Crème Brule for dessert.   CC’s City Broiler is located on 
1401 Forum Blvd. 

Restaurant recommendations by Jessica Omoile 

Markings for the       
       Calendar 

“Balancing Professional and Personal Life”

Monday, July 14th, 6 pm, Monsanto LSC 

Dr. Angela Speck and Dr. Alan Whittington, the 
former in the Physics and Astronomy depart-
ments and latter in Geology, will be speaking 
about how to negotiate your personal and pro-
fessional life in the busy world of science. They 
are a married couple with what Dr. Maruniak 
refers to as “two rowdy little boys.” 
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Office of Undergraduate Research
150 Bond Life Sciences Center

University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211-7310

www.undergradresearch.missouri.edu
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Let’s Talk UMEB
Weekly	Quick	Tip:		
Effective	Poster	Presentations
Decide the major sections of information
Decide the major sections of your information that you will include 
to support your main point, and organize these into a logical flow.  
Many effective posters include sections such as:  a statement of 
the questions investigated, a description of the method used, and 
results or conclusions. You should adapt these sections according 
to your project, method, and stage in the research.  The important 
point is that your  information be divided into chunks and blocks, 
and then organized into a self-explanatory, logical progression that 
someone can understand even in your absence.  Finally, keep 
in mind that you can only make a limited number of points in the 
space of your poster, and often, less is more.

Source:  www.stanford.edu/dept/undergrad.edu

Perhaps you’ve noticed a certain movie 
poster in the Office of Undergraduate Re-
search. It is framed and hangs prominently 
in 150B Bond Life Sciences. A little scary, 
a little inspiring, and a little universal, this 
1989 film tries to reach out and touch you. 
Its tagline is “All 
his life, Ray Kin-
sella was search-
ing for his dreams. 
Then one day, his 
dreams came look-
ing for him.” This 
is one of UMEB 
coordinator Brian 
Booton’s favor-
ite films. Ask him 
about it. 

     Hieronymous Bosch set up this famous painting 
in three  
      parts 
based on 
Christian 
beliefs 
about the 
afterlife. 

  Hey there, faculty members!    

Researchers in the Missouri School of Journalism’s PRIME Lab are seeking
children aged 8-12 to participate in a research study. Participants will be
asked to play online videogames sponsored by snack food companies and answer
questions about these games. While playing the games, sensors placed on the
child’s skin will collect physiological information about how the child is
responding to the games. Participants will be paid $10 for their
participation. The study will take an hour and fifteen minutes to complete.
Parental consent is required. Please contact Rachel Bailey for more
information: rlb6vd@mizzou.edu or 884-5127. Rachel is a former undergraduate 
research intern! 


