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About the Newsletter 

The University of Missouri Undergraduate Research Newsletter is produced by the Office 
of Undergraduate Research and contains information of interest for summer undergraduate 
research interns and their mentors. The Undergraduate Research Newsletter will be mailed 
out every Thursday.  Items and announcements for each issue are due on Tuesday mornings 
to John Hendel at JDHendel@gmail.com.

HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

Monday, June 9th
Evening Seminar, Dr. Linda Blockus, 6 -7 pm, 
Monsanto Aud. LSC

Tuesday, June 10th

MUURS BBL, 12 – 1 pm, LSC 121
Evening  Seminar, Dean Bergstrom, 6 – 7 pm, 
Tucker 18

Wednesday, June 11th
  
BBL 12 -1 pm,
 Rms: 104, 107, 121 & 272 

Thursday, June 12th
 
Evening Seminar, Chris Pierret, 6-7 pm, 
Monsanto Aud. LSC

Friday, June 13th

PGI Discussion, Bill Folk, 12 -1 pm, Rm. 121

Challenges Past,
Challenges Future 

Sunday showed that our summer 
scholars’ skills transcend the lab. 
Thanks to the MU Venture Out 
team, led by Matt Wharton, the 

Team Challenge was a success and let 
students meet each other, grab some free 
food, and enjoy some time in the sun at the 
Bond Life Sciences Center. 
 Dr. Blockus was pleased with the 
turnout for the event and even partici-
pated in some of the Venture Out activities 
herself. The event lasted from 9:30 am to 2 
p.m. Students formed groups and tackled 
problem-solving ativities, testing their abili-
ties to work together and competing for the 
highest scores. Winners received prizes 
at the end of the event and all students 
received research scholar T-shirts. 
 This Team Challenge was just the 
start though. We at the Office of Under-
graduate Research are holding our sum-

mer talent show on July 10th. 
 Staff members Jordan Halane 
and John Hendel will be heading up the 
talent show this year and if you have 
any interest in joining the talent show 
committee, just shoot Jordan an e-mail 
at jahd46@mizzou.edu. We’re looking 
for all the help we can get and would 
certainly appreciate it. 
 All sorts of acts are welcome. 
Last year students played bagpipes, 
keyboards, and trumpets, a few stu-
dents acted out the tune of the “Good, 
The Bad, and the Ugly,” and the staff 
of the office  lip synced. Some YMCA 
action happened.The grand prize went 
to an interpretive dance from Napoleon 
Dynamite. The best videos of these past 
performances can be found at our blog 
( http://missouriugrscholars.wordpress.
com/) among last summer’s entries. 
 “It really is good if we can get a 
lot of kids to come,” says Jessica Omoile 
with a smile. “I mean, how many hours 
does it take practicing that Napoleon 
Dynamite dance to get it right?” 
 Enthusiasm counts and winners 
are determined by the strength of cheer-
ing. You know you want to get involved! 
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Website to Watch
Maybe you’ve seen the magazine on the stands. If you’ve 
got any sense of Latin, its name might catch your eye. 
MU’s J-school puts out this Columbia weekly magazine 
called Vox as well as its website: 

http://voxmagazine.com/

The website not only features the magazine’s articles 
but also an incredibly useful database of restaurants 
and bars. Their homepage also lists all major upcoming 
events for the week. Check this out for a taste of Colum-
ba culture. 

Who’s curious 
about the MU 
research facilities!

Dr. Linda Blockus 
and Dr. Karen Cone 
have developed a 

new summer program se-
ries this summer called the 
“MU Discovery Tours.” This 
will introduce our summer 
undergraduate interns to 
resources and facilities for 
life science research on the 
MU campus. 
        The second one will 
be on Wednesday, June 
5 from 4 to 5 p.m. and will 
feature the Bond Life Sci-
ences Center in a three-
part tour. The Life Sciences 
Center houses nearly 40 

outstanding faculty scientists 
and over 300 research staff 
and students. Researchers 
at MU had envisioned this 
type of major interdisciplin-
ary research center since 
the mid-90s and it officially 
opened in 2004. 
       This tour will include the 
the DNA core, the Proteomics 
core and the Molecular Cytol-
ogy core. More tours in the 
MU Discoveries Tour series 
will be announced as the 
summer progresses. 

Thank you, Inter-
disciplinary Plant 
Group, for your 
generous gift of 
binders for our stu-
dents! We handed 
them out during our 
Monday orientation.  
Check out their 
website at http://ipg.
missouri.edu/

Purple People Eaters: Energy Cheer
dweebs: electric bearstorm 
dangerously wonderful 
green wave: cards 4 of a kind 
br: juggle 
toeless baby foots: Best Star drawing 
Canyon Land Teamwork: Playdough 

Daring

Wondrous 

Evolutionary 

Excellent

Electrical 

Bear 

Storms 

notes from team challenge 
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For questions about logistical and travel topics:                 
Christine Ireland I 882-5976 I IrelandC@missouri.edu

For questions about mailing lists and attendance: 
Jordan Halane I 882-4818 I jahd46@mizzou.edu

For newsletter submissions: 
John Hendel I 314-920-5880 I JDHendel@gmail.com 

For policy questions and other non-financial problems: 
Dr. Blockus I 884-1767 I BlockusL@missouri.edu 

                    Who Do I Contact?

So you’re smart...but are you Missouri smart?
Kansas City has more fountains than any city in the world except for what other place? 
                                                               Last Week’s Answer: Mule  

All Life’s a Stage Evening Seminars for the week of June 8th.  All seminars will be held on
 Tuesday and Thursday from 6-7pm.  

These seminars will be held in Monsanto Auditorium, LSC. 

June 9h:    Topic:  “Writing Effectivie Personal Statements”
  Speaker:  Dr. Linda Blockus, Biological Sciences

June 10th:  Topic:  TBA
  Speaker:  Dean Bergstrom, Biological Sciences

June 12th:  Topic:  “Finding my niche: Stem Cells, Yogurt, and   
              Sectional Sofas.”
  Speaker:  Chris Pierret, Biological Sciences

June 13th:   Topic: “Clinical trials of plant based traditional 
              medicines”
  Speaker: Dr. Bill Folk, Agriculture Biochemistry 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR STUDENTS 

Columbia  cares about 
theater and the surest  
example of this during 

these warm months is the MU 
Summer Repertory Theatre, 
which is celebrating its 40th 
season this year. Several 
actors from the MU theater 
department stay and train all 
summer to bring these perfor-
mances, which draw a lot of 
attention from Columbia locals 
and summer students alike. 
          This summer, the Rep 
will feature “three laugh-out-
loud comedies” as well as 
two musicals, “Cabaret” and 
“Sanders Family Christmas.” 
The season officially begins on 
July 2nd, though the box office 
opened on June 2nd, so feel 
more than free to grab tickets 
now. Each musical will run you 
$14 a piece and the comedies 
$5 each. You can purchase a 
pass to all five of the shows for 
only $25, though, making it just 
$5 per show. 
         That’s cheaper than a 
burrito from Chipotle and just 

In a campus the size of 
MU, the theater scene is as 
vibrant as can be imagined 
and a perfect break from 
the lab on a pleasant 
summer day.  

as satisfying. The musicals in 
particular  offer an extra kick and 
energy that’s refreshing in the 
middle of summer. A year ago, 
the audience were quite literally 
on the edge of their seats during 
the musical “Dames at Sea.” 
          “Cabaret” is the Tony 
award-winning production that 
debuted in 1966 and showcases 
a Berlin romance and drama of 
the 30s during the beginnng of 
Nazi takeover. 

Cabaret plays:
July 2,3,5,11,17,19,25 @ 8 p.m.
July 6,20 @ 2 p.m.
...at the Rhynsburger Theatre

Sanders Family Christmas 
plays: 
July 10,12,18,24,26 @ 8 p.m.
July 13, 27 @  2 p.m.

Comedies in Concert

July 15, Listen by Katherine 
Varnes 
July 22, Heigh-Ho, Skelter! By 
Ron Zank
July 29, One by One by Michael 
Kramer 
Corner Playhouse @ 8 p.m.

More info about all these plays 
can be found at theatre.missouri.
edu, by calling 882-PLAY, or log-
ging on to TicketLeap.com. 

Summerfest 2008! 

Summerfest and the Twilight Fes-
tival both offer series of summer 
concerts at The Blue Note, some-
times free and sometimes not. 
The biggest act this year is Death 
Cab for Cutie, which you missed 
on May 31st. You can however, 
catch: 

June 19, 7 pm: Jeremy McComb
June 25, 6 pm: Tab Benoit
with The Bel Airs, Mike Zito
June 26, 7 pm: Jonathan Single-
ton
July 30, 6 pm: Cracker 

All concerts are free! 
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Office of Undergraduate Research
150 Bond Life Sciences Center

University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211-7310

www.undergradresearch.missouri.edu

A summer of research might seem as daunting as the hori-
zon of rocks in John Martin’s Sadak in Search of the Waters 
of Oblivion--our tips should help. 

	Weekly	Quick	Tip:		
	Effective	Oral	Presentations
Think about your audience
 Most audiences should be addressed in layers:             
 some are experts in your sub-area, some are 
experts in the general area, and others know little or  
nothing. One suggestion: pitch 
the body to experts, but make 
the forecast and summary ac-
cessible to all.

Source:  Mark D. Hill (1997). 
Univeristy of Wisconsin-

Madison, 
Department of Computer Science.  

M
U U R S

MU Undergraduate Research Scholars 

Let’s Talk UMEB

UMEB’s First 
Field Trip 
Ponders 
Research 
Questions 

The UMEB students took their first field trip on 
Monday after orientation from 10 am to 2 pm. They 
visited the Garth Nature Area and explored Bear 
Creek. They discussed how scientists form experi-
mental questions and answer them through their 
research. “How does it work? How could I fix this 
problem?”
 “We got to tromp through the creek and 
look at the wildlife and our surroundings,” says 
UMEB scholar Megan Pallo. “It was a very relaxed 
sort of field trip, we got to discuss and talk about 
what we were doing in an open forum while sitting 
on rocks.”

Preview! 
Curious about upcoming seminar speakers? Here’s 
a few for the week after next. Be sure to check 
out next week’s newsletters for seminar titles and 
more details  

June 17            David Schultz, Biological Sciences

June 19         Pam Hinton, Nutritional Sciences

June 24         Dennis Lubahn, Biochemistry

July 1               Fred Vomsaal, Biological Sciences


