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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

Monday, July 14th

Evening Seminar 
“Balancing Academic Science Careers and 
Family Life”
Dr. Angela Speck, Astronomy, and Dr. Alan Whit-
tingten, Geological Sciences
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud. 

Tuesday, July 15th

Evening Seminar
“This is My Life: Industry Sales and Service”
Brandon Blakey, Applied Biosystems Genomic 
Analysis Division and 1992 Summer Intern 
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud 

Wednesday, July 16th

Genetics Farm and Bradford Farm 
7:30 am-11:30 am  
MU Discovery Tour

Texas Hold ‘em Poker Tournament 
6 pm, Room 107 LSC

Thursday, July 17th
 
Evening Seminar
“Making & Presenting Posters”
Dr. Linda Blockus and Dr. Joel Maruniak, Bio-
logical Science
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud

Friday, July 18th

PGI Discussion
“Worming Your Way Into Legumes”
Dr. Melissa Mitchum, Plant Sciences 
12 – 1 pm, Room 121 LSC

Communicating Yourself and 
Your Science

On July 7th our seminar 
speaker was Bill Allen, 
director of MU’s Ag

Journalism program and former sci-
ence writer for the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch newspaper.  Summer interns 
were reminded of three elements 
common to all forms of communica-
tion:  a communicator, an audience, 
and a medium that connects them.  
Don’t forget who your audience is 
when communicating your research!  
Allen also reminded the interns that it 
is important to be accurate, clear and 
use simple words and sentences when 

speaking.  It is very easy 
for scientists to get bogged 
down in details that are im-
portant to the scientist, but 
probably are not to the lay 
audience.  Using analogies
instead of jargon and tech-
nical terms can be very 
effective.
 One tip provided was 
that it is good practice 
to use something that is 
immediately engaging to 
the audience, something 

that wants to make them hear more 
about the puzzle the scientist is trying 
to solve.  Allen also said that while 
talking with a lay audience, it is OK 
to be excited and enthusiastic about 
your science and tell them how your 
research could benefit them!
 After working in pairs on 
preparing a short “elevator speech” 
interns volunteered to present them 
to the other students for practice and 
feedback.Thanks to Minnie, Saman-
tha, Renee, Marie, Dana, Dustin and 
Schontonia for volunteering!
 If you haven’t already, please 
read the various articles provided by 
Bill Allen that are posted on the blog-
site.

  

Bill Allen demonstrates communication 
with Tuskegee student Schontonia Davis, 
using a tin can and string for a prop. 
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Website to Watch
http://www.ewg.org/

Fred vom Saal mentioned this website during his seminar 
on plastics and for good reason. The mission of the 
Environmental Working Group (EWG) is to use the power 
of public information to protect public health and the 
environment. EWG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, 
founded in 1993 by Ken Cook and Richard Wiles, 
according to the website. EWG specializes in providing 
useful resources (like Skin Deep and the Shoppers’ 
Guide to Pesticides in Produce) to consumers while 
simultaneously pushing for national policy change.

   

Roger Ebert, 
film critic, says... 

 “Doing research on the     
  Web is like using a library   
   assembled piecemeal by pack rats      
       and vandalized nightly.”

A  Week in Pictures 

A quick glance at some recent photos shows that there’s never 
a dull moment among our summer scholars. The pictures on the 
second and third page of the newsletter this week come from a 
lot of events: the seminar of Bill Allen, the recent MU Discovery 
Tour to the Horticulture and Agroforestry Center and the Dairy 
Farm, and the Discovery Tour in the Bond Life Sciences Center. 
Take a glance and remember! 
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For questions about mailing lists and attendance: 
Jordan Halane I 882-4818 I jahd46@mizzou.edu

For newsletter submissions: 
John Hendel I 314-920-5880 I JDHendel@gmail.com 

For policy questions and financial problems: 
Dr. Blockus I 884-1767 I BlockusL@missouri.edu 

                    Who Do I Contact?

So you’re smart...but are you Missouri smart?
What popular drink was invented at the 1904 World’s Fair?	                                                     
                 Last Week’s Answer: Harry Truman   

As part of the Hot Summer Nights Music Festival, musical pio-
neer and cellist Matt Haimovitz joins the Missouri Sympthany 
Orchestra for an evening on the edge entitled “ClassiVibe.” In a 
“fringe concert” that breaks the boundaries of classical music, 
this passionate musician who has inspired classical music lov-
ers around the world and won over new listeners to the genre, 
will perform an exciting program of non-traditional, world music, 
funk and underground rock. The performance will be at the Mis-
souri Theatre on Wednesday, July 16th at 7:30 pm and tickets 
cost between $20 and $25. 

Source: motheatre.org 

“The Coolest Cellist of Our Time” 
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MU Undergraduate Research Scholars 
Let’s Talk UMEB

Weekly	Quick	Tip:		
Effective	Poster	Presentations
Determine the most important message
Determine the single most important message of your 
poster by asking yourself:  If my viewer carries away one 
idea, what do I want it to be?  Or, what is the big, take 
home message that I want to convey?  The answer will 
be the central theme that determines your entire poster 
design.  It should be clearly expressed in the title (which 
should be the largest piece of text on the poster, read-
able from at least 5 feet away), and should be supported 
in every element that you decide to include in the poster 
design.

Source:  Poster Design:  Tips and Resources.  Stanford 
University, 

www.stanford.edu/dept/undergrad.edu

Words from Aldo
 Leopold...

“One of the penalties of an ecological 
education is that one lives alone in a world 
of wounds. Much of the damage inflicted on 
land is quite invisible to laymen. An ecologist 
must either harden his shell and make believe 
that the consequences of science are none of 
his business, or he must be the doctor who sees the 
marks of death in a community that believes itself well and does not 
want to be told otherwise.

The government tells us we need flood control and comes to straighten 
the creek in our pasture. The engineer on the job tells us the creek 
is now able to carry off more flood water, but in the process we lost 
our old willows where the cows switched flies in the noon shade, and 
where the owl hooted on a winter night. We lost the little marshy spot 
where our fringed gentians bloomed.

Some engineers are beginning to have a feeling in their bones that 
the meanderings of a creek not only improve the landscape but are a 
necessary part of the hydrologic functioning. The ecologist sees clearly 
that for similar reasons we can get along with less channel improve-
ment on Round River.”

Source: http://gargravarr.cc.utexas.edu/chrisj/leopold-quotes.
html#extinction

German Expressionist Max 
Beckmann painted this still life and 
used color to convey visual prior-
ity while also unifying the central 
themes, which is just as important in 
poster presentations. 

	 				Poker	Night

WHAT: Solid games of Texas Hold ’Em Poker

WHEN: 6 pm, Wednesday, July 16th

WHERE: LSC 107 

Please RSVP to Jess Omoile (JessicaOmoile@
mizzou.edu) or Jordan Halane (jahd46@mizzou.
edu) if you’re attending. There will be pizza and 
soda provided. 


