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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

Monday, July 28th 

Evening Seminar 
“Telomeres: The Secret of Long Life?”
Dr. Joel Maruniak, Biological Sciences 
6 -7 pm, Monsanto Aud. LSC 

Tuesday, July 29th

MUURS BBL 12 – 1 LSC 121

Evening Seminar
Two “Great Lectures in Neurosciences”
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud LSC

Wednesday, July 30th

No activities 

Thursday, July 31st
 
The Forum 
11-12 pm Poster Set-Up

1-1:30 pm--Program (Monsanto)
1:30-3:30 pm FORUM
5 pm--PICNIC

Friday, August 1st 

Wrap-up Meeting 
8:30 - 11 am  Rm. 121 LSC

UMEB Float Trip on Meremac  7 am
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Notes from Traveling Scholars 
As our summer program is com-
ing to a close, we wanted to let you 
know about some of the opportun-
ties MU scholars have found in 
the through letters from Fisheries 
and Wildlife senior Alyce John-
son,  senior Psych major Osaru-
men Okunbor, and Rachel Waller, 
a junior Biochemistry major. They 
are, respectively, working in Kenya, 
St. Louis, and Washington DC this 
summer and they’ve described their 

trips in the following words: 

I am just about to end 
my stay in Kenya. I’ll 
be home in about two 

weeks. My research is going 
well except the zebras are be-

coming too smart. I think they are 
purposely going to the neighboring ranches 
where the field assistants and I can’t follow. 
I know they are doing it on purpose because 
they will stand right on the boundary and look 
at us, as we look at them. This has been hap-
pening for the past four or five days, which 
further proves my hypothesis that the zebras 
are plotting against my research. Or it could be 
that lions are in the area and the zebra harems 
have moved to a safer place. But I think it’s the 
first theory.
  The rainy season has started, but 
it is not much of a rain. Apparently, the short 
rains failed and the long rains were not that 
strong, so the area is in a drought. The rain 
is a welcomed change, especially since that 
is where our drinking water comes from. So 

the rain lands on the roofs and falls into the 
gutters. But instead of the water running to 
the ground, it is collected in water basins that 
every building has, except for the bandas 
(houses people live in). The water is then 
boiled and filtered and ready to use. When it 
does rain, it is only for a couple hours a day. 
I usually just wait it out, because it will not 
last for long. The rain is not too strong either. 
Yesterday it was worst I seen while here, but 
still not as bad as thunder storms or flash 
floods at home. The bad thing is the power 
and the internet goes in and out when it rains. 
So there really is nothing to do but wait for it 
to stop. And all the roads are dirt, so they be-
come muddy pits that trap cars. Either way, I 
can’t do too much of anything during the rain, 
including work.
  Unless you are working there is not 
much to do if you don’t have a car (I don’t 
have a car!). So, I work most of the day and 
play on the internet. Once in a while, I will 
catch a ride with one of the other research-
ers to Nanyuki, which is the closet town, 
about an hour away. There we go shopping 
in the grocery store for food, or get harsh by 
people selling things on the street. They are 
so funny, because no matter what you say 
they will try to sell you something. I told a guy 

I had no money and he literally walked with 
me for two blocks trying to sell me this hair 
barrette, the whole time saying how good it 
would look in my hair and that he will give 
me a special price. He finally got the hint and 
ended the one-sided conversation by saying 
he will see me in two weeks. Yippee! They re-

Alyce Johnson says...

(Continued on Page 2)
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    Albert
  Einstein, 

      scientist and
 researcher, says...   

  “If we knew   
       what we were doing,               

    it wouldn’t be called research,
                would it?”

member your name, where you are from, 
what you bought the last time, it is crazy. 
They are good at their job.
  There is a clay tennis court at 
the center for the very wealthy trustees 
that come once a year for their week 
long meetings. So, two other researchers 
and I went to play tennis one afternoon. 
I was horrible. I have not played tennis 
in years and even when I did ‘play’ I was 
young and not very good. But the two 
guys I was playing with were really good 
sports about it. While playing, I continued 
to hit the tennis balls out of the court and 
would have to go get them. Anywhere 
else that would not be a big deal, but at 
this court, you have to crawl under a live 
wire (to keep the elephant and large her-
bivores out). After doing this three times, 
my tennis game dramatically improved 
because I did not want to get the balls. 
As we were playing, some elephants 
starting making lots of noise, and it hit 
me. I am playing tennis, in Kenya, too the 
sound of elephants. WOW! Who else can 
say they have done that!
  The elephants have been caus-
ing lots of problems around here. For 
one, a man got hurt by an elephant, but 
it was his entire fault. He was throwing 
stones and things at a momma elephant 
with her young calf present. And we all 
know what a mom will do to protect her 
baby. So, she chased him. The man ran 
into his village thinking the electric to 
keeping the elephants out will keep the 
elephant out, but she broke down the 
electric fence and put her tusk through 
his leg. They rushed him to the hospital; 
he lived. He is very lucky cause if she 
wanted to kill him she could have. The 
elephants are desperate for water, so 
they have been coming to the centre to 
get water and they feel safer at night. 
They use their trunks to break the pipes 
and drink the water that shoots up. Many 
nights I hear them right outside of my 
banda breaking trees and making noise. 
One night, I sat INSIDE my banda with 
the window opened and saw them walk 

(Continued from Page 1) right in front of my door. I saw a mom 
and her two calves walk across, and 
then a lone elephant walked up. I tried 
to take a picture but it was too dark, and 
I did not want to make them mad by the 
flash. I accidentally walked up onto a 
group of them outside my banda. I was 
going to the bathroom, which is in a 
different building, and they were behind 
the banda next to me. One elephant 
looked at me as I looked at it, and went 
back to eating the tree. It is not that they 
chase every person they see, they re-
ally just want to be left alone (I’ve seen 
elephants walking in the roads move 
into the shoulder for cars to pass.). So, 
I hurried along to the bathroom and hur-
ried back to my room and stayed there 
for the night. (I’m not crazy! I was not 
about to try and take a picture with them 
or anything.)
  I did see a leopard on a night 
drive one night. For fun, researchers 
load up the land rover and go on night 
drives after dinner. It gets dark by 6:30 
pm and pitch black by 7:15 pm; around 
9:00 pm is when the drives usually 
occur. Someone has a spotlight that he/
she shines out the window and we look 
for stuff. To be honest, if the animals is 
far you can only see the eye shine and 
visibility is horrible any way. We did see 
an African wild cat, and a leopard. The 
leopard was really up close, so we got a 
good look at that. One girl in the car said 
she saw a lion, but I did not see it. I do 
hear lions and hyenas outside my banda 
at night. Sometimes they sound really 
close, but I never want to get up and 
take a look. I know what curiosity did to 
the cat.
  Well I think I have written a 
small novel, so it is time for the conclu-

sion. I have lots of pretty pictures that I will 
put on yahoo photo for all to see. And I did 
get some pictures of BoBo, the gecko that 
lives in my toilet. I hope all is well, and have a 
wonderful day.    
 

This summer I am having a great time work-
ing at the Donald Danforth Plant Science 
Center in St. Louis, Missouri. Funding for 

my Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) 
internship comes from the National Science Foun-
dation. So far it hs been a wonderful experience! 
My research project involves studying RNA virus 
infection in the food crop cassava, one of the main 
food staples in Africa. Increasing virus resistance 
in cassava will help feed a growing population by 
reducing hunger and malnutrition. 
 I feel that my first year at Mizzou and par-
ticularly my undergraduate research experience has 
prepared me well for this research. I volunteered 
for the past two semesters in the laboratory of Dr. 
George Stewart in the department of Veterinary 
Pathobiology. 

Rachel Waller says...

            Osa Okunbor says...

 Howard is a nice school. It is better than I expected in regards to    
          aesthetics and it is very small. I do appreciate Mizzou so much more  

       now. Mizzou’s funding allows students to utilize an abundance of 
          resources and offers the best experience possible for an undergraduate    

            reseracher. Howard  does not have near as much 
                                         as Mizzou does. 

  Besides that....Howard is fun! 



So you’re smart...but are you Missouri smart?
What Missouri city has a ship-shaped Titanic museum? It’s Branson!                                        
                            Last Week’s Answer: The Exorcist    
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                    Who Do I Contact?

On Thursday, July 31st the 19th Annual Sum-
mer Undergraduate Research and Creative 
Achievements Forum will be held for sum-
mer interns to present their research projects 
with poster displays in the Bond Life Science 
Center.  The poster session will be open to 
the public from 1:30-3:30 pm.  Poster set-up 
will begin at 11:00 am. You must have you 
poster set up by 12:00 noon. You will receive 
an assigned poster number when you check 
in at the Forum. Students should also pick 
up a name badge and abstract book at the 
registration table.

Forum Ceremony:  From 1:00-1:30 pm we 
will have a ceremony to recognize interns and 
faculty mentors in Monsanto Auditorium in the 
Bond Life Science Center. 
 
Picnic:  The Office of Undergraduate is spon-
soring a picnic for all Forum participants and 
mentors at 5:00 pm.  You must have a “meal 
ticket” to attend.  Interns will receive four 
tickets Thursday morning at the Forum check 
in table.   If you will need more than 4 tickets 
please email Sarah Beyers (SJBeyers@miz-
zou.edu).
 

The Undergraduate 
Research Forum 
Approaches 

Website to Watch
http://www.webguru.neu.edu/

The purpose of this website is to 
provide undergraduates interested 
in and/or currently participating in 
undergraduate research experienc-
es in science, technology, engineer-
ing, an/or mathematics with ready 
information and links to reliable 
electronic resources on all aspects 
of the undergraduate research 
experience.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
For questions about logistical and travel topics:                 
Pam Monroe I 882-5976 I monroep@missouri.edu

For questions about mailing lists and attendance: 
Jordan Halane I 882-4818 I jahd46@mizzou.edu

For newsletter submissions: 
John Hendel I 314-920-5880 I JDHendel@gmail.com 

For policy questions and other non-financial problems: 
Dr. Blockus I 884-1767 I BlockusL@missouri.edu 

New Staff Member! 

The Office of Undergraduate Research has 
hired a new administrative assistant named 
Pam Monroe. Pam is a life-long resident of 
Columbia. She holds an associate’s degree 
in business management/marketing and is 
currently finishing up her bachelor’s degree in 
business and criminal justice. In her spare time, 
Pam likes to be with her family. She spends her 
private time doing word and number puzzles and 
watching home improvement shows. Stop by and see 
her in 150 LSC. 

REMINDER: Wrap Up
 Meeting 

If you are funded through the Office of Un-
dergraduate Research, you are required to 
attend! We need you to fill out our five-year 
contracts as well as summer checkout info 
and two online questionaires. This will be 
Friday, August 1st, between 8:30 to 11 am in 
121 LSC. Please allot at least 45 minutes--
the latest you should show up is 10:15! 
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MU Undergraduate Research Scholars 
Let’s Talk UMEB

Weekly	Quick	Tip:		
Effective	Poster	Presentations
Determine the most important message
Although viewed by some in the scientific community as 
inferior to other forms of communication in the greater 
science and engineering community, the poster is an 
extremely powerful form of communication at professional 
conferences. Advantages of poster presentations over 
oral presentations include the length of the time allot-
ted for discussion of posters at professional meetings. 
Most oral presentations unless they are invited plenary 
presentations are limited to about 15-minutes. Poster 
sessions on the other hand often allow for 2 h or more 
of discussion with interested visitors. In addition, at most 
meetings multiple oral sessions are scheduled to run 
simultaneously in small rooms allowing for a very limited 
audience. Poster sessions often take place in large rooms 
and accommodate hundreds of presenters. Consequently, 
there is greater potential exposure of your work to the 
greater scientific community in poster presentations.

Words from Aldo
 Leopold...

“Our grandfathers were less well-housed, 
well-fed, well-clothed than we are. The 
strivings by which they bettered their lot are 
also those which deprived us of  [Passenger] 
pigeons. Perhaps we now grieve because we 
are not sure, in our hearts, that we have gained 
by the exchange. The gadgets of industy bring us 
more comforts than the pigeons did, but do they add as much to the glory 
of the spring?

It is a century now since Darwin gave us the first glimpse of the origin 
of the species. We know now what was unknown to all the preceding 
caravan of generations: that men are only fellow-voyagers with other 
creatures in the odyssey of evolution. This new knowledge should have 
given us, by this time, a sense of kinship with fellow-ceatures; a wish to 
live and let live; a sense of wonder over the magnitude and duration of 
the biotic enterprise.

Above all we should, in the century since Darwin, have come to know 
that man, while captain of the adventuring ship, is hardly the sole object 
of its quest, and that his prior assumptions to this effect arose from the 
simple necessity of whistling in the dark.

These things, I say, should have come to us. I fear they have not come 
to many.

Source: http://gargravarr.cc.utexas.edu/chrisj/leopold-quotes.

Office of Undergraduate Research
150 Bond Life Sciences Center

University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211-7310

www.undergradresearch.missouri.edu

Source: http://www.webguru.neu.edu/communicat-
ing/poster/


