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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

Monday, July 7th

Evening Seminar
“Staying Professional in Science 
Communication” --Required
Bill Allen, Journalism  
6 -7 pm, Monsanto Aud. 

Tuesday, July 8th

MU Discovery Tour, 7:30 am-noon
Dairy Farm andHorticulture and Agroforestry 
Center

MUURS BBL
““How to Give an Excellent Scholarly Presenta-
tion” 
12 – 1 pm, LSC 121

Evening Seminar
“Killer Stairs? Taking the Elevator Could Be 
Worse For Your Body”
Dr. Frank Booth, Physiology and Biomedical 
Science
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud 

UMEB 6 pm Graduate Mentor Research Talks

Wednesday, July 9th
  
No activities 

Thursday, July 10th
 
All Day Field Trip UMEB Depart 6 am

Evening Seminar
“Insulin and Your Nerves: Myelin to Multiple 
Sclerosis”
Dr. Michael Garcia, Biological Sciences
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud

Movie Night: Juno, pizza, Tucker 18, 7 pm 

Friday, July 11th

PGI Discussion
“Can plants tell insects apart?”
Dr. Heidi Appel, Plant Sciences, 12 – 1 pm, LSC 
572

The College of Saint Benedict host-
ed the Council of Undergraduate 
Research’s (CUR) 2008 National 

Conference, “Frontiers and Challenges 
in Undergraduate Research,” on June 
21st  through the 24th. People journeyed 
from as far as Canada, the Bahamas, and 
the United Kingdom to talk about how  to 
successfully run undergraduate research 
opportunities at their college. 
 Dr. Blockus led a workshop on 
how to mentor for effective letters of 
recommendation and an interactive ses-
sion on the Undergraduate Research 
Ambassador Program at the University 
of Missouri. She was also a panelist in a 
workshop session called “Campus-Wide 
Undergraduate Research Offices--What 
Have We Learned?” She and Brian 
presented three posters, featuring topics 
such as Summers at MU and the EX-
PRESS program. 
 “The weather was gorgeous, the 
campus was gorgeous and they had a 

Mongolian grill in the dining hall,” Dr. 
Blockus remarks about her time in Min-
nesota. 
 This is the 12th biennial national 
conference of CUR and it showcased 
over 200 presentations. When asked 
about the best aspect of the conference, 
both Dr. Blockus and Brian referred to 
the 18 hours in a car they spent together 
coming to and back from the conference, 
chatting, listening to David Sedaris on 
tape, and braving a lightning storm.  
 Other attendees were from 
places such as MIT, Michigan State, 
Ohio State, Carnegie Mellon, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, South Florida, 
Central Florida, Texas A&M, Montana 
State, Washington, Wash U, California-
Irvine, New Hampshire and Arizona.
 “It’s great to have comrades at 
other institutions with whom to share 
ideas and resources,” Brian says. “They 
have the same success stories and the 
same challenges.”

Dr. Linda Blockus and Brian 
Booton left Missouri the other 
week to share ideas with 600 
other college research profes-
sionals about how to make 
undergraduate research thrive 
on a college campus. 
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Zora Neale 

Hurston,
 American folk-

lorist and writer, 
1903-1960), says... 

“Research is formalized curi-
osity. It is poking and pry-

ing with a purpose.”

MU Discovery Tour, July 8th 7:30 AM - noon.  Tour of MU 
Horticulture and Agroforestry Center and 
MU Dairy Farm in New Franklin, MO. The Horticulture 
and Agroforestry Research Center (HARC), located at New 
Franklin, Mo., is a 660-acre farm including several experi-
mental fruit and nut orchards; forest farming, riparian buffer 
and silvopasture demonstrations; forage shade trials; green-
houses; a flood tolerance laboratory; five lakes and ponds 
and one of Missouri’s oldest brick homes, built in 1819. The 
farm, set in the beautiful, rolling Missouri River hills, is also 
the U.S. National Arboretum Midwest Plant Research and 
Education Site. The Foremost Dairy Center is near Midway 
and supports more than 425 cattle and improves the health 
of dairy heards and their milk quality. Snacks provided. 

Discovery Tour 
            Dates 

A reminder from Jim Bixby, 
Facilities Manager of the 
Bond Life Sciences Center

Please do not wear lab gloves when you are 
outside the lab. Sometimes this
could be accomplished by taking one glove off. 
Wearing gloves outside the
lab has the potential to create real problems 
(contaminated gloves
contaminating public surfaces). I would also like 
to remind everyone that
open-toed shoes or sandals should not be worn 
while working in MU labs.

Website to Watch
http://www.sciencemag.org/

Founded in 1880 on $10,000 of seed money from the 
American inventor Thomas Edison, Science has grown 
to become the world’s leading outlet for scientific news, 
commentary, and cutting-edge research, with the largest 
paid circulation of any peer-reviewed general-science 
journal, according to its website. Through its print and 
online incarnations, Science reaches an estimated 
worldwide readership of more than one million. In content, 
too, the journal is truly international in scope; some 35 to 
40 percent of the corresponding authors on its papers are 
based outside the United States. Its articles consistently 
rank among world’s most cited research.

MU Discovery Tour, July 16th , 7:30 
- 11:00 AM.  Tour of MU Genet-
ics Farm and Bradford and 
South Farms. The Bradford Re-
search and Extension Center (BREC), a 
591-acre research farm located just 11 
miles from the campus of the University 
of Missouri-Columbia, is part of the Col-
lege of Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources’ Agriculture Experiment Sta-
tion; established in 1888 as part of the 
national land-grant university system.

BREC provides land, equipment and 
facilities to assist MU and USDA 
scientists and extension personnel 
in performing research in crop, soils, 
entomology, pathology, turf and other 
disciplines in more than 25,000 plots.

Source: http://aes.missouri.edu/
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For questions about mailing lists and attendance: 
Jordan Halane I 882-4818 I jahd46@mizzou.edu

For newsletter submissions: 
John Hendel I 314-920-5880 I JDHendel@gmail.com 

For policy questions and financial problems: 
Dr. Blockus I 884-1767 I BlockusL@missouri.edu 

                    Who Do I Contact?

So you’re smart...but are you Missouri smart?
Who is the one US president to come from Missouri?	                                                      
                 Last Week’s Answer: Ice Cream Cone 

Hooked on LSD 

A secret restaurant and market 
exists in East Campus. Unless 
you’re roaming the streets, 

you probably have never seen it and 
likely haven’t heard of it. 
 Lee Street Deli, more popu-
larly known as LSD, is located out of 
a house like any other on the corner 
of Wilson and Lee Street. The es-
tablishment has been around in one 
form or another since 1927 and offers 
a variety of casual lunch foods for 
the residents of East Campus. The 
brand carries a special attachment 
for many; on the wall are pictures of 
people wearing LSD shirts or hoodies 
all over the world. If you bring in such 
a picture, you will receive a free Juicy 

Burger. 
 What is a Juicy Burger, you 
ask? That is what the staff has labelled 
their sloppy joe. On Tuesdays you can 
get two for the price of one, so take 
note. Other offerings include breakfast 
sandwiches and hash browns as well 
as Reubens and Clubs. There are 
tables both inside and out for your din-
ing pleasure. 
 Its proximity to the Bond Life 
Sciences Center and College Avenue 
makes it ideal for a casual lunch out. 
Considering the various staff strolls 
over to LSD, the Office of Undergradu-
ate Research offers its stamp of 
approval. 

Sycamore provides a fine dining option in Columbia’s District. They are open 
for lunch from the hours of 11 am – 2pm and re-open for dinner at 5 pm.  The 
menu options are a little pricey but you are getting your money’s worth.  From their 
amazing Crab Cakes and Calamari served as appetizers to their tender grilled flat-
iron steak with greens and steak fries. They also provide daily specials, to change 
up the menu providing the customers variety.  This is the perfect place to take a 
special someone on a date as the atmosphere is very romantic; with white linens 
table clothes and candles as centerpieces it’s the perfect way to start the night! 
Sycamore is located at the corner of Broadway and 8th street in the District.

Main Squeeze natural foods cafe is a haven for vegetarians and those who 
enjoy pure organic foods.  They have almost every food  you can think of as organic. 
Main squeeze is open from 7 am to 8 pm.  My favorite is the Breakfast Burrito with 
the salsa on the side, which is a tortilla stuffed with roasted potatoes, scrambled 
eggs or scrambled tofu, monterey jack & salsa all for $6.50. Their full menu contains, 
wraps, sandwiches, juices, smoothies, bakery items and much more. This is the 
perfect place to get food on the go and if you have a little more time, take a seat in 
their café. Main squeeze is located at 28 S. 9th St.

Recommendations by Jessica Omoile 

The PGI Discussions on 
July 11th and July 25th will be 
held in LSC 572 but not on 
the 18th, where it will be held 
in LSC 121 as planned. Take 
note, scholars. 
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Let’s Talk UMEB
Weekly Quick Tip for effective poster 
presentations
Experiment with layout!
Experiment with layout and presentation.  Decide on a layout that 
best fits the 3 characteristics presented to you in previous newslet-
ters:  most important message, major sections of the information, 
and select images.  Some design basics to keep in mind: 
•  White space (the area not covered with text or graphics):  not too 
much or the person’s eye will wander, BUT not too little or you’ll 
confuse and overwhelm  your viewer.
•  Fonts:  18-24 minimum font size.  Not more than 3 or 4 text fonts.
•  Color:  Background should be a solid color, not a pattern.  Avoid 
juxtaposing colors that clash or that fade each other out or using 
too many colors.
•  Cropping, Margins, and Spacing:  All edges and margins should 
be straight and even.  Don’t overcrowd space, and be attentive 
to balance from top to bottom and side-margin to side-margin.  
Organize your elements into columns, rather than a book-style, left 
to right page-layout.  

*Remember:  the poster is a visual representation of your 
topic*

Source:  www.stanford.edu/dept/undergrad.edu

Words from Dr. Nilon...

“Even in cities it’s possible for 
kids to have really positive ex-
periences with wildlife...Remem-
ber, we’re not talking about wildlife 
where you have to drive 50 miles to see 
it, but rather the kind of wildlife where you can 
walk out your back door and see something...

“A lot of kids that are from inner-city neighbor-
hoods live in houses that are not in very good 
condition, so sometimes the kind of experi-
ences they have with wildlife are seeing rac-
coons in their garbage cans or actually inside 
the house. It’s not as pleasant as it is when you 
walk along the trail, and you see something.”

Source: http://cafnr.missouri.edu/news/urban-wildlife.php


