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About the Newsletter 
The University of Missouri Undergraduate Research Newsletter is produced by the 
Office of Undergraduate Research and contains information of interest for summer 
undergraduate research interns and their mentors. The Undergraduate Research 
Newsletter will be mailed out every Thursday.  Items and announcements for each is-
sue are due on Tuesday mornings to Maggie Berglund at mmberglund@comcast.net.

HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

Monday, June 1st 

Meet at Plaza 900, 8 am, to get student ids at 
Brady
Orientation 9:00 – 11 am in Monsanto Aud. LSC
UMEB field trip 10 – 2  pm
GSNU Cultural Affairs Seminar, Sang Kim, 2-3 pm,  
Memorial Union S204
UMEB Orientation, 6 pm, ABNR 114 

Tuesday, June 2nd

1:00 pm – GSNU Orientation, 
International  Center

Evening Seminar
“Finding Your Right Livelihood”
Speaker: Dr. Joel Maruniak, Biological Sciences
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud  LSC 

Wednesday, June 3rd 
  
Life Science Brown Bag Lunch 12 -1 pm, Rooms 
102, 104, 107,121 LSC

Thursday, June 4th 

EHS Training 10 am  - 12 pm, Monsanto Aud. LSC

Evening Seminar
“Can Plants Tell Insects Apart?” 
Speaker: Dr. Heidi Appel, Plant Sciences 
6-7 pm, Monsanto Aud LSC

Friday, June 5th 

Library Science Reference Tour,  10 am, meet side 
closest to Jesse Hall 

 MU’s Historic Columns

The traditional symbol 
of the University of 
Missouri is the row 
of six ionic col-
umns.  The Columns 

once supported the portico of 
Academic Hall, the first building 
erected on campus.  Academic 
Hall was built between 1840 
and 1843 from plans drawn by 
A. Stephen Hills, designer of 
the Missouri State Capitol.  It 
consisted of a  domed central 
section of three stories with two 

wings and housed both educa-
tional and administrative facilities.  
Brick for the building was fired 
on campus.  Limestone from the 
Columns was obtained from the 
nearby Hinkson Creek Valley and 
was hauled to the building by ox-
drawn carts.  On January 9, 1892, 
Academic Hall was destroyed 
by fire and the Columns were all 
that remained.  In August 1893, 
the Board of Curators voted to 
remove the Columns, consider-
ing them not only unsafe but also 
unsightly.  However, supporters 

of the Columns rallied to 
their defense, and after 
inspection showed the 
foundations were safe, 
the Board voted to retain 
them in December 1893.  
Now, the Columns stand 
as a beloved part of MU’s 
campus.  
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LS UROP:  This program acronym stands for Life 
Sciences Undergraduate Research Opportunity Pro-
gram.  The participants of this program are generally 
upperclass science students enrolled at MU. 
  
UMEB:  This stands for Undergraduate Mentoring 
in Environmental Biology and is a interdisciplinary 
program funded by NSF to encourage under-repre-
sented/underserved students to pursue careers in 
Envrionmental Biology.   This program has a unique 
programming schedule as they have different meet-
ings and events than other summer research interns.      
 
PGI:  This acronym stands for plant genomics intern-
ship.  There is a series of specialty discussions on 
Fridays throughout the summer specifically targeted 
to these interns; however, it is open to all students.

LSC:  This is a commonly used acronym, which 
stands for the Bond Life Sciences Center.  A majority 
of your summer activities will be held in this building.

ABNR:  This stands for Anheuser-Busch Natural 
Resources Building and is where a majority of UMEB 
meeting will take place.  It is an extension of the Agri-
culture Building.

Making Sense 
of Alphabet 

Soup 

Hello! Meet the staff of the 
Office of Undergraduate Research: 

Dr. Linda Blockus 
Director
Dr. Blockus has worked at MU since 
1989, advising undergraduates and 
coordinating research programs for 
college students.  She earned her 
bachelor’s degree in biology from Dart-
mouth College, a Master’s degree in 
Education from Boston University, and a 
PhD in Higher Education from MU.  She has a thirteen-
year-old daughter, Kira, and an nine-year-old daughter, 
Grace.  She is married to Dr. Mark Kirk, a professor in 
Biological Sciences.  

Brian Booton 
Program Coordinator  
Brian worked as an Arts and Science advisor since 
1998, before he joined the office in 
March of 2008. He holds degrees in 
psychology and advertising from the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign. He’ll be working primarily with 
the UMEB students and in his spare 
time, he enjoys writing poetry and 
singing in gospel choirs. 

Jessica Omoile 
Summer Assistant 
Jessica recently earned her master’s degree in educational psychology 
at Mizzou and is pursuing doctoral work and experience in the fields 
Community Agency and Counseling.  Jessica graduated from MU with 
a BA in Psychology and a BS in Business Administration. When she is 
not working, she is volunteering or participating in research.

Jordan 
Halane  
Student Worker 
Jordan is a senior 
BA music major 
from Sedalia, Mo. 
On campus, he is 
involved with The 
University Singers, 
Show-Me Opera 
Company, and the Alumni As-
sociation Student Board. He 
plans on pursuing a master’s 
in education administration 
and starting in June he has 
an internship with Teach for 
America in New York City. 
When he is not working, he 
enjoys playing tennis, singing, 
watching Scrubs, listening 
to great music, and drinking 
sweet tea.

Dr. Joel Maruniak 
Program Coordinator
Dr. Maruniak received his Bachelor’s and Master’s de-
grees from the University of North Dakota and his PhD 

from the University of Texas.  He currently 
teaches Physiology and is a pre-med 

advisor.    His research involves adult 
neurogenesis and stem cell research 
in the Division of Biological Sciences.  
He has three children and enjoys jog-
ging and writing fiction.  

Pam Monroe 
Administrative Assistant 
Pam is a life-long resident of Columbia. She holds an 
associate’s degree in business management/mar-
keting and is currently finishing up her bachelor’s 
degree in business and criminal justice. In her spare 
time, Pam likes to be with her family. She spends 
her private time doing word and number puzzles and 
watching home improvement shows. 

Sarah Beyers 
Graduate Assistant   
Sarah Beyers received her Bach-
elors degree in Psychology from 
Southern Illinois University Ed-

wardsville. She is currently pursu-
ing her PhD in School Psychology. 

She loves to watch Law and Order: 
SVU and can’t go a day without chocolate.

Kat Lucido
Student Worker 
Kat Lucido recently graduated from Mizzou with a B.S. in Biochemis-
try. While at MU she was an Undergraduate Research Ambassador, 
LSUROP intern, and Co-Chair of Relay For Life. She is a coffee addict 

with an extreme affinity to any type of music and dancing. Most days, 
you can find her baking or grillin’ and chillin’ on her deck with an ice cold 
lemonade.

Maggie Berglund
Graduate Assistant   

Margaret is working on a master’s in journalism. She plans to specialize 
in science and environmental reporting in a variety of mediums.  She 
has a long history in the life sciences including a bachelor’s degree in 
Biology, and a master’s degree in environmental education.  She heads 
up public relations for the office which includes composing the newsletter.  

Margaret’s favorite pastime is doing anything new and seeing new places.  
Some of her past endeavors include teaching biology, ski patrolling, work-

ing on a cattle ranch, working as a community organizer, and driving a city 
bus.

Check out our fantastic blog at http://missouriugrscholars.wordpress.com/
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For questions about logistical and travel topics:                 
Pam Monroe I 882-5976 I MonroeP@missori.edu

For questions about mailing lists and attendance: 
Jordan Halane I 882-4818 I jahd46@mizzou.edu  

For newsletter submissions: 
Maggie Berglund I 882-4818 I mmberglund@comcast.net

For policy questions and other non-financial problems: 
Dr. Joel Maruniak I 884-1767 I MaruniakJ@missouri.edu 

                    Who Do I Contact?

So you’re smart...but are you Missouri smart?
What is the state animal of Missouri? One hint: It’s an F1 hybrid. 
         Tune in next issue for the answer! 

Brown Bag Lunch 
Assignments
Life Science interns are expected to 
attend all three lunches with their 
designated groups. 

  

Group A   LSC 104
Group B   LSC 107
Group C   LSC 121
Group D   LSC 102

Groups will be assigned at orientation Monday. 

Evening Seminars for the week of June 2nd.  All seminars will be held 
onTuesday and Thursday from 6-7pm.  

These seminars will be held in Monsanto Auditorium LSC. 

June 2nd:       Topic:  “Finding Your Right Livelihood”
  Speaker:  Dr. Joel Maruniak, Biological Sciences

June 4th:  Topic:  “Can Plants Tell Insects Apart?”
  Speaker:  Dr. Heidi Appel, Plant Sciences

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR STUDENTS The Midwest Done Right

Flat Branch Pub & Brew-
ing is one of Columbia’s finest local 
breweries.  Flat Branch creates an 
old English pub feel, with wooden 
booths and tables and steel brewery 
machines behind glass windows.  
The service is top of the line, as I 
have never had a bad experience 
eating there. My favorite thing on the 
menu is cheese fries with a side of 
ranch.  Although that is not truly a 
meal, when you want to kick back at 
the bar and watch a NBA game on 
there many plasma screens it adds 
just the right touch. While the cheese 
fries are great, if you like spicy and 
flavorful pasta with lots of meat and 
a kick, the jambalaya makes you 
feel like your getting a taste of New 
Orleans.  Flat Branch is located in 
downtown Columbia at 115 S. Fifth 
Street.

Shakespeare’s Pizza cannot 
be compared to any ordinary pizza 
place. With three different sizes of 
pizza, a multitude of toppings and 
the choice of white or wheat crust it 
takes pizzeria to a new level.  The 

laidback chill atmosphere is great for 
those nights when you want to just 
hang out with a couple of friends.  
The pizza is fabulous, but Shake-
speares offers more than just pizza; 
there are salads and sandwiches, 
too. If you are in for a good laugh 
check out the Shakespeares website 
at http://www.shakespeares.com/de-
fault.asp. You can check out where in 
the world Shakespeares t-shirts have 
been worn and links such as “Stuff 
that has absolutely nothing to do with 
pizza, beer, Ding dongs and taco 
sauce, or any of the other really im-
portant things in life.”  This restaurant 
in well within walking distance from 
any where on campus as it is located 
downtown at 225 9th Street.

The Blue Note, Downtown 
Columbia: 
 Located in a restored vaudeville 
theater in the middle of downtown 
Columbia, it has entertained crowds 
with many well-known musical artists 
in blues, jazz, reggae, alternative/col-
lege rock, and folk music for over 25 
years.  For concert information and 
tickets, check out their website at 
www.thebluenote.com.

Local Movie Theaters

Forum 8. 1209 Forum Katy Pkwy, 
(573) 445-7469

Hollywood Stadium 14, Stadium and 
Highway 63, (573)817-0770

Ragtag Cinema Café (Independent 
Films), 10 Hitt Street, 
(573) 441-8504

For more things to do in Columbia, 
visit www.visitcolumbiamo.com. 
Restaurant recommendations by

 Jessica Omoile.

Curious about 
Columbia? Check out 
these places for a 
guaranteed good time.

Free concert on June 17th

Eric Hutchinson, a soul 
singer/songwriter, and 
Meiko will be playing a 
free concert to celebrate 
the summer on June 
17th in Peace Park, 
which is located along 
Elm Street downtown 
(between 6th and 8th 

Streets and across from the Missourian building). 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, show starts at 7:00 pm.

Check out our fantastic blog at http://missouriugrscholars.wordpress.com/
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Let’s Talk UMEB
UMEB Specific Activities 

Undergraduate Mentoring in Environmental 
Biology is a interdisciplinary program funded by NSF to encour-
age under-represented/underserved students to pursue careers in 
Envrionmental Biology.   This program has a unique programming 
schedule as they have different meetings and events than other 
summer research interns. 

Monday, June 1st
 UMEB Field Trip, 10 am  
 Orientation, 6 pm, ABNR 114 
Thursday, July 9 (date tentative)
 All Day Field Trip, departure at 6 am 

Monday, July 27
 Basket Wildlife Refuge, 5 pm

Thursday, July 30 
 Research Forum 
 
Friday, July 31
 Float Trip on Meramac, 7 am
 
TBA: 
 Bat Counts with Sybill Amelon, 6:00 pm, 114 ABNR

 Graduate Mentor Research Talks

Summer Social Activities 

Ice Cream Social Bond Life Sciences 
   Center Atrium, 
   5-7 pm, June 17th

Movie Night   Monsanto Auditorium, 
   Bond Life Sciences Center 
   6-8 pm, June 24th

Texas Hold ’Em  Bond Life Sciences Center 
Tournament  Room 121
   6-8 pm, July 8th 


